
    

    

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

This subject guide is created for the Hall branch of the Chicago Public Library located at 

4801 S Michigan Ave in Chicago.  This branch, which opened in 1932, is named after 

African American surgeon, social activist and civic leader Dr. George Cleveland Hall.  Hall 

branch was the first CPL location with an African American branch manager, Vivian G. 

Harsh, who served as its first manager.  (Chipublib.org, 2015) The library services the 

Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago which is over 95% African American.  (City-

data.com, 2015) 

My target audience is high school aged students. I selected this group due to the recent 

shut down of the only in-school functioning library staffed with a fully-certified librarian 

in a Bronzeville neighborhood high school.  (Progressillinois.com, 2015) As a result, even 

more students residing in the Bronzeville area no longer have access to a library within 

their school therefore the Hall branch of the CPL needs to have a greater focus on these 

patrons to fill in the gap.   

The topic that I have selected for the subject guide is the African Americans in the Civil 

War.  I thought the Civil War would be a topic of interest for this age group and by 

presenting the information from an African American perspective, it would make the 

subject matter more relatable.  This guide contains resources that will help the audience 

better understand the Civil War and the role African Americans played before, during 

and after the conflict took place.  The resources listed are available in various forms 

including print, eBook, html, and video format.   
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Non-Circulating Reference Resources 

The ProQuest Civil War EraThe ProQuest Civil War EraThe ProQuest Civil War EraThe ProQuest Civil War Era    

ProQuest Civil War era [Ann Arbor, Mich.]: ProQuest Information and Learning Co. 
 

The ProQuest Civil War era is a database that covers a vast range of topics including the 

economic factors as well as other forces that led to the abolitionist movement, the 

600,000 casualties, and the emancipation of nearly 4 million slaves.  This data base was 

developed by librarians and expert Civil War scholars.  The highlight of this resource is 

that it contains newspaper and pamphlet sources that have never been available online 

(Proquest.com, 2015).   According to the Library Journal review of this database “if our 

library had been subscribing last fall, a number of student research efforts would have 

gone a lot more smoothly. The short list of important newspaper titles gives users plenty 

to work with, and it doesn't pile on more material than they can manage.  Subscribing to 

ProQuest Civil War Era makes good sense.” (Lexisnexis.com.dom.idm.oclc.org, 2015) To 

locate material in addition to using the search box on the top of the home page, advance 

searching is available as well as topic browsing.  Users can print or email articles and 

pamphlets. This is a subscription database which can be accessed in the library or online 

from home using your library card.   

 

AfricanAfricanAfricanAfrican----American History OnlineAmerican History OnlineAmerican History OnlineAmerican History Online    

InfoBase learning. African-American History Online. Retrieved from 

http://online.infobase.com.gatekeeper.chipublib.org/HRC/Browse/Product/5 on 
12/09/2015. 

 

The database “African-American History Online covers more than 500 years of the 
African-American experience and offers a fresh new way to explore the full spectrum of 

African-American history and culture.”  (Infobasepublishing.com, 2015)  This site 
contains thousands of original documents in several formats including print, videos, 

photos, slideshows, and maps and is user friendly and easy to maneuver. African-
American History Online is updated on a regular basis and offers search assist 

technology and live help chat. According to the Library Journal, African-American History 
online is an excellent resource for school and public libraries and is highly recommended. 

Library Journal also awarded the site "Best Databases" in the "Best for High Schoolers" 
category. (Infobasepublishing.com, 2015) There is a wealth of information available on 

the site regarding the Civil War.  Under Topic Center there is a section on the Civil War 
and Reconstruction, also available is a slide show on African Americans in the Civil War 



and several individuals of note under trailblazing military figures.  This is a subscription 

database which can be accessed using your library card at library computer or online.   

 

The Library of Congress Civil War desk referenceThe Library of Congress Civil War desk referenceThe Library of Congress Civil War desk referenceThe Library of Congress Civil War desk reference 

Wagner, Margaret E., Gallagher, Gary W.,Finkelman, Paul. (Eds.) (2009, c2002) The 

Library of Congress Civil War desk reference /New York: Simon & Schuster. 

 
This resource is derived from the vast Civil War resources of the Library of Congress, 

which include unpublished letters from soldiers and nurses, 38 Union and Confederate 

maps, speeches by Frederick Douglass, 100 photographs, and well over 50,000 

published books and pamphlets.  Other features of this book include charts, drawings, 

timelines, and portraits. The book is arranged in 13 chapters broken down according to 

topics and includes bibliographical references and index (Worldcat.org, 2015). According 

to the reviewer “This resource is certain to be the definitive one-volume Civil War 

encyclopedia. Highly recommended for public, high school, and academic libraries”. 

(Conley,2002) Topics of note contained in this reference would be History of Slavery, 

Black Union Soldiers and African Americans during reconstruction.  The Library of 

Congress Civil War desk reference can be found in the reference section of the library.   

    

Historic landmarks of Black AmericaHistoric landmarks of Black AmericaHistoric landmarks of Black AmericaHistoric landmarks of Black America    

Cantor, G. (1991). Historic landmarks of Black America. Detroit: Gale Research. 

 

This illustrated guide book will take you on a tour of 300 landmarks uniquely related to 

African-American history and culture. The landmarks come in the form of monuments, 

museums, houses, plaques, and birthplaces that have an impact on African American 

History. The guide contains a timeline of important dates and is divided by geographical 

region and is arranged alphabetically by state. Each entry includes a description, history 

of the site and any myths or other information that is associated with the location. The 

Author is a former Detroit Free Press travel editor who has written other travel guides. 

After reviewing this guide book, Mr. Johnson surmised that there were no serious 

omissions in the guide and is highly recommended, without reservations, to all public 

and academic libraries regardless of size. (Johnson, 1991) A few examples  of sites 

included in the book that pertain to African Americans and the Civil War are the 

Frederick Douglass House, Sojourner Truth grave, Underground Railroad, Buffalo 

Soldiers Memorial Park, Camp Nelson and the Civil War battle site of Port Hudson 

(Cantor,1991). Although this book is not that recent I thought it would be a valuable add 

to the collection as it brings history to life by showing the actual locations where these 

events transpired.  Since we are looking for sites during the Civil War era there is no risk 

of new locations being added.  This book is available in the reference section of the 

library.   

    



African Americans at African Americans at African Americans at African Americans at wwwwarararar    

Sutherland, J. (2004). African Americans at war. Santa Barbara, Calif. [u.a.]: ABC-CLIO.    

 
This 2 volume encyclopedia is devoted exclusively to the war experiences of African 

Americans, beginning in the late seventeenth century and extending to events just 

before the outbreak of the second Gulf War.  The encyclopedia is in alphabetical order 

and each entry also contains further reading references including websites.  The entries 

are mostly regarding leaders, groups, units and battles.  The appendix contains a 

chronology from 1639 on, service records, battles, postings, desegregation chronology, 

Medals of Honor, and "Historic Sites of African American Military Significance”.  The 

author Jonathan Sutherland has written over 80 books.  Booklist states that “this is a 

superb resource for any high-school, public, or undergraduate library looking to enrich 

its history, military, or African American studies collections”. (Booklist, 2004) Use of the 

table of contents will help the reader quickly find information pertaining to the Civil War.  

This book is available in the reference section of the library.   

 

Circulating Resources 

Sick from Freedom AfricanSick from Freedom AfricanSick from Freedom AfricanSick from Freedom African----American Illness and Suffering during the Civil War and American Illness and Suffering during the Civil War and American Illness and Suffering during the Civil War and American Illness and Suffering during the Civil War and 

ReconstructionReconstructionReconstructionReconstruction    

Downs, Jim. (2012) Sick from Freedom African-American Illness and Suffering during 

the Civil War and Reconstruction Oxford: Oxford University Press, USA. 

 

For many of the slaves who were newly freed after the Civil War their path toward 

freedom was filled with sickness, disease, suffering and death.  The Civil War produced 

the largest biological crisis of the nineteenth century which significantly impacted 

African-Americans.  This book details the public health crisis that afflicted freed people 

during and after the Civil War. (Downs, 2012) The book consists of 6 chapters starting 

with the Civil War and ending with Reconstruction, it also contains a bibliography and 

index.  Although the book may be a little advanced for the target audience as it is 

recommended for undergraduates (Hill, 2012), I felt it was importance to include as no 

other resource that I have seen covers this subject with such details. This book is 

available in the non-fiction section of the library. 

    

African American faces of the Civil WarAfrican American faces of the Civil WarAfrican American faces of the Civil WarAfrican American faces of the Civil War    

Coddington, R. (2012) African American faces of the Civil War: Johns Hopkins University 

Press, Baltimore. 

 

African American faces of the Civil War is not just an album containing only photos it 

also contains profiles of 77 African American soldiers who fought in the Civil War with a 

total of 95 images.  This book is divided into 5 major sections, the forward, preface, 



profiles, references and index, with the bulk of the material located in the profile 

chapter.  The reference section contains a wealth of information regarding the authors 

search for the photos and the stories of the men in them. This book will greatly enhance 

any research by allowing you to see and to learn about everyday African Americans who 

fought in the Civil War.   African American faces of the Civil War is highly recommended 

for all levels.  (Forman, 2013) This book is available in the non-fiction section of the 

library. 

    

    

Freedom's journey: Freedom's journey: Freedom's journey: Freedom's journey: African American voices of the Civil WarAfrican American voices of the Civil WarAfrican American voices of the Civil WarAfrican American voices of the Civil War 

Yacovone, D. (2004). Freedom's journey: African American voices of the Civil War. 

Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books. 

 

This volume touches on the responses of African Americans to the Civil War and 

emancipation.  Not only do we hear from well know voices such as Frederick Douglass 

we also hear from obscure voices and get their perspective on the civil war, 

emancipation and the reality of these events.  In this book African Americans tell their 

experiences and express themselves on major issues surrounding the war and the 

aftermath.    The book is divided in two parts "Freedom's Battlefield" and "Memory's 

Battlefield” and contains 21 chapters with a selected reading list and Index. This 

reference is available as both a book and eBook.  According to Choice review online this 

is a sophisticated and invaluable collection. Essential for collections at all levels. This 

book is available in the non-fiction section of the library; the eBook can be accessed 

online. 

    

The The The The American Civil WarAmerican Civil WarAmerican Civil WarAmerican Civil War    

Burns, K. (2009). The American Civil War. (DVD) United States: Florentine Films.  

 

This documentary first aired on PBS with a viewership of 40 million making it the most 

viewed program on PBS.  It was awarded over 40 major TV and Film awards including 2 

Emmy Awards and 2 Grammy Awards.  The documentary is made up of 16,000 

contemporary photographs and paintings, and excerpts from the letters and journals of 

persons famous and not so famous.  The impact of African Americans features 

prominently throughout the film.   This film employed what is now known as the “Ken 

Burns Approach” which allows us not only to relearn and finally understand our history, 

but also to feel and experience it. The American Civil War is considered by many to be 

the greatest documentary ever made.  This five disc collection has a viewing time of 11 

hours. (Wikipedia, 2015)  This resource is available in the DVD section of the library. 

 

    

    



    

Civil War: Wayne Whalen Digital Archive of the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War: Wayne Whalen Digital Archive of the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War: Wayne Whalen Digital Archive of the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War: Wayne Whalen Digital Archive of the Grand Army of the Republic and Civil and Civil and Civil and Civil 

War CollectionsWar CollectionsWar CollectionsWar Collections    

Cdm16818.contentdm.oclc.org,. (2015). Civil War: Wayne Whalen Digital Archive of the 

Grand Army of the Republic and Civil War Collections.  

Retrieved 08 December 2015, from 

http://cdm16818.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/wha  

 

This digital collection contains various artifacts from the Civil War including uniforms, 

weapons, various etchings and a chessboard that was used by soldiers.  The collection is 

available online through the Chicago Public Library website; you must have a library 

card to access this site.   

    

Web Resources 

Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936----1938193819381938 

Memory.loc.gov,. (2015). Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' 

Project, 1936-1938. Retrieved 10 December 2015, from 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html  

 

This website is part of the library of congress and contains more than 2,300 first person 

accounts from former slaves.  The narratives were collected from 1936 to 1938 as part 

of the Federal Writers’ Project.  Along with the narratives this website contains over 200 

photos.  You can search the site by State, Keywords and Narrator; photos can be 

browsed by subject (Memory.loc.gov, 2015).    Note of caution; the information may 

have the potential to be biased.  With the majority of the interviewers being white there 

is speculation that some may have glossed over the harsh conditions described by the 

former slaves although it has not been proven (Wikipedia, 2015).   Even with that 

information I think this firsthand account from former slaves is a must read for anyone 

who wants to know more about that era.  A keywords search using the words Civil War 

and Solider yielded 10 results. The site can be accessed at the following web address 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html  

    

The Civil War (U.S. National Park Service)The Civil War (U.S. National Park Service)The Civil War (U.S. National Park Service)The Civil War (U.S. National Park Service)    

Nps.gov,. (2015). The Civil War (U.S. National Park Service). Retrieved 10 December 

2015, from http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/index.htm  

 

 The National Park Service website is easy to maneuver and has a search box on the 

home page along with a link to an advanced search function.  The mobile apps and 

virtual field trips should appeal to the target audience and will serve to enhance their 

understanding of the subject matter.  The Civil War home page contains a timeline, 



maps and links to information regarding battle sites and the Underground Railroad.  It 

also contains a database where you can search for soldiers, battles, prisoners and other 

Civil war related topics.  The site is updated frequently with the last update being 2 days 

ago. On the National Park Service website Civil War section under stories is a link to a 

page called Civil war to Civil rights that focus on the contributions of African Americans 

during and after the civil war.  One section of interest on that page was regarding 

African American children and their struggle for survival during this time of turmoil.  The 

site can be accessed at the following web address   

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/index.htm 

    

Internet Archive: Digital Library of Free Books, Movies, Music & Wayback MachineInternet Archive: Digital Library of Free Books, Movies, Music & Wayback MachineInternet Archive: Digital Library of Free Books, Movies, Music & Wayback MachineInternet Archive: Digital Library of Free Books, Movies, Music & Wayback Machine    

Archive.org,. (2015). Internet Archive: Digital Library of Free Books, Movies, Music & 

Wayback Machine. Retrieved 13 December 2015, from https://archive.org/ 

 

The internet archive is a digital library that is designed to provide free public access to a 

collection of digitized materials, including web sites, software applications/games, music, 

movies/videos, moving images, and nearly three million public-domain books. 

(Wikipedia, 2015).  The website is basic but can access over 452 billion pages on the 

internet.  The home page contains a search box with a link to an advanced search 

function; the rest of the page contains information on the top collections at the Archive.  

When I performed a search using the search terms American Civil War and African 

American I received links to 108 Movies, 139 Audio Files and 471 Books.  You can also 

perform a search by media type.  The site can be accessed at the following web address 

https://archive.org/. 

   

HISTORY.comHISTORY.comHISTORY.comHISTORY.com 

HISTORY.com,. (2015). History.com — American & World History. Retrieved 11 

December 2015, from http://www.history.com  

 

History.com is owned by the History Channels whose parent company is A&E network.   

The home page contains a search function, and when I performed a search using the 

search terms American Civil War and African American I was lead to a topic page called 

Black Civil War Solider. This page is very interactive and contains sections on videos, 

articles and speeches related to the Civil War and African Americans.  At the bottom of 

the home page links are provided for additional information on related topics. The site is 

colorful and easy to navigate; I don’t think the target audience will have any problem 

accessing the information they need.  The site can be accessed at the following web 

address http://www.history.com.  

    

    



The Black Past: The Black Past: The Black Past: The Black Past: Remembered and ReclaimedRemembered and ReclaimedRemembered and ReclaimedRemembered and Reclaimed    

Blackpast.org,. (2015). | The Black Past: Remembered and Reclaimed. Retrieved 11 

December 2015, from http://www.blackpast.org/  

 

Black past is an online reference guide to African American History. This 13,000 page 

reference center is dedicated to providing information to the general public on African 

American history and on the history of the more than one billion people of African 

ancestry around the world. The website is divided into 3 main areas, African American 

History, African American History in the West and Global African History. The entries 

average 500 words and are meant to be introductions to individuals, events, and 

episodes profiled. There are always sources at the end of each entry listing other works 

that should be consulted for more detailed information. (Blackpast, 2015)  A search for 

American Civil War yielded over 5,000 results including text entries, photos, speeches 

and maps.  The scope can easily be narrowed down using the advance search feature 

and narrowing your search parameter.  The site can be accessed at the following web 

address http://www.history.com. 
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